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POINTS FOR CERTIFICATION

mandatory prerequisites as well as voluntary 

credits in six basic categories: sustainable 

Projects earn one or more voluntary credits 

the areas where concrete masonry products 

Points for voluntary credits add up to a 

EARNING LEED POINTS

Points that CM can contribute to

Total points per category

Figure 1—Potential Concrete Masonry Contribution to 
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Sustainable Site Credit—Development Density

Sustainable Site Credit—Stormwater Management

the suggested strategies is to use pervious paving that promotes 

The requirement for controlling stormwater rate and 

management plan to prevent post-development peak discharge 

from exceeding pre-development peak discharge and quantity 

a plan that protects the receiving streams from excessive 

stormwater management must result in a 25% decrease in 

An additional point may be earned by implementing a 

less than 90% of the average annual rainfall and removing 

and permeable pavements that directly pass water from the 

pavement surfaces to the underlying soil can help alleviate 

cell pavers (also known as turf stone or grid pavers) offer the 

option of replacing impermeable pavement with permeable 

Pavers can help earn one point each for reducing 

Sustainable Site Credit—Landscape and Exterior 

Design to Reduce Heat Island Effects

caused by the retention of solar energy on constructed dark 

This requirement can be met either by using light-colored 

Energy & Atmosphere Credit—Optimize Energy 

Performance

inherent in concrete masonry construction contribute to this 

goal when used in conjunction with passive solar heating 

can effectively: reduce heating and cooling loads; improve 

occupant comfort by moderating indoor temperature swings; 

allow designers to reduce energy requirements for lighting in 

The method of determining energy cost savings must meet 

Energy 

Cost Budget Method

consumption and associated costs based on an hour-by-hour 

building can be heated and cooled using less energy than a 

Materials & Resources Credit—Building Reuse

The purpose of the building reuse credit is to extend the 

and reducing waste and the environmental impacts of new 



The building shell is the exterior skin and framing excluding 

This credit is often obtainable when renovating buildings 

with exterior concrete masonry walls since  concrete masonry is 

masonry construction provides the opportunity to refurbish 

structure/shell is left in place and 2 points if 95% is left in 

Materials & Resources Credit—Construction Waste 

Management

This checklist item encourages project constructors to 

The construction waste management credit is awarded 

based on recycling or salvaging at least 50% of construction 

material and can be recycled into aggregate for road bases 

this credit is obtainable either when buildings with concrete 

scraps and broken pieces of concrete masonry are crushed and 

can be redirected to other projects or donated to charitable 

demolition and land clearing waste is recycled or salvaged 

Materials & Resources Credit—Materials Reuse

This checklist item encourages the reuse of salvaged 

and it awards one point if the value of all reused materials is 

materials cannot be claimed for both the construction waste 

Materials & Resources Credit—Recycled Content

The use of building products with recycled content can 

of this credit state: “use materials with recycled content such 

that the sum of post-consumer recycled content plus one-half 

portion is determined by multiplying the cost of the item by the 

percentage based on the total of all building materials used in 

Concrete masonry can potentially incorporate recycled 

that the use of these materials does not adversely affect the 

recycled materials are those that have been used for their 

should work closely with concrete masonry manufacturers to 

above or 2 points for 20% combined post-consumer and 50% 

Materials & Resources Credit—Regional Materials

Using materials and products that are extracted and 

manufactured within the region support the use of indigenous 

resources and thereby reduce environmental impacts of 

extracted/harvested/recovered and manufactured within the 

Innovation and Design Process

The intent of this item is to provide design teams with 

qualify are: substantially exceeding the building energy 

performance criteria (Energy & Atmosphere

as acoustic performance and life cycle analysis of materials 

the intent of the proposed credit; the proposed requirement 

for compliance; submittals to demonstrate that compliance; 

Potential contributions of concrete masonry include:

•



NCMA and the companies disseminating this technical information disclaim any and all responsibility and liability for the ac-
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durability and low maintenance needs; 

• improvements to indoor air quality by eliminating the 

• improvement to indoor air quality due to the reduced 

potential for mold growth (concrete masonry does not 

provide a food source for mold) and ease of cleaning should 

mold growth occur; 

•
grouting of masonry or prestressed masonry;

• increased acoustic performance; and

•
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